SENATE RECORD VOTE ANALYSIS

105th Comgress April 2, 1998, 10:41 am

2nd Session Vote No. 64 Page S-3035 Tem Record
BUDGET RESOLUTION/Debt-Free in 30 Years
SUBJECT: Senate Concurrent Budget Resolution for fiscal years 1999-2003 . . . S.Con. Res. 86. Domenici motion to
waive the Budget Act for the consideration of the Allard amendment No. 2170.
ACTION: MOTION REJECTED, 53-45
SYNOPSIS:  Asreoorted, S.Con. Res. 86, the Senate Concurrengé@iRkesolution for fiscajears 1999-2003, will balance

the unified budet in 1998 and will run spluses for each of the next 5 fisgalars. Both Federapsndirg and
Federal revenues will increase Bescent from fiscayear (FY) 1998 to FY 1999. All spluses will be reserved for Social Secgprit
reform. A reserve fund will be established to allow the entire Federal share of revenueg femultipotential tobacco settlement
to be dedicated to bolstegiMedicare's solveryc

The Allard amendmentwould make it out of order to consideyadrudget resolution, amendment thereto, or conferernuatre
thereon that would cause lgeded outlgs for that fiscalyear to exceed bgdted revenues or that did rwbvide that actual
revenues would exceed actual oygléy an amount mguired to amortize the entire Federal debt oveye&'s in order to eliminate
it entirely by the end of fiscayear 2028. Thigrohibition could ory be waived for a fiscafear in which a declaration of war was
in effect. Additionaly, the amendment woufaovide that no bill to increase revenues would be deemed tgphssed the Senate
unless it had beerpproved ty a maority of the total membershiof each House of Caress ly a rolicall vote.

Debate on a first-dgee amendment to a bget resolution is limited to 2 hours. Debate was further limitedranimous
consent. After debate, Senator Lauteglaised goint of order that the amendment violated section 305(b)(2) of thgeBAdt.
Senator Domenici then moved to waive the gaid\ct for the consideration of the amendment. Genethtbse favorig the motion
to waive favored the amendment; thogpasing the motion to waivegposed the amendment.

NOTE: A three-fifths mpority (60) vote is rquired to waive the Bugkt Act. After the vote, thpoint of order was pheld and
the amendment thus fell.

(See other side)

YEAS (53) NAYS (45) NOT VOTING (2)
Republicans Democrats Republicans Democrats Republicans Democrats
(50 or 93%) (3 or 7%) (4 or 7%) (41 or 93%) 1) Q)
Allard Hutchison Feingold Abraham Akaka Inouye Helms#*" Landrieu#"
Ashcroft Inhofe Lieberman Bond Baucus Johnson
Bennett Jeffords Wyden Hagel Biden Kennedy
Brownback Kempthorne Santorum Bingaman Kerrey
Burns Kyl Boxer Kerry
Campbell Lott Breaux Kohl
Chafee Lugar Bryan Lautenberg
Coats Mack Bumpers Leahy
Cochran McCain Byrd Levin
Collins McConnell Cleland Mikulski
Coverdell Murkowski Conrad Moseley-Braun
Craig Nickles Daschle Moynihan
D'Amato Roberts Dodd Murray
DeWine Roth Dorgan Reed
Domenici Sessions Durbin Reid
Enzi Shelby Feinstein Robb :
Faircloth Smith, Bob Ford Rockefeller EXPLA.N.ATION. S EEENLE
Frist Smith, Gordon Glenn Sarbanes 1—Official Business
Gorton Snowe Graham Torricelli 2—Necessarily Absent
Gramm Specter Harkin Wellstone 3—lliness
Grams Stevens Hollings 4—Other
Grassley Thomas
Gregg Thompson SYMBOLS:
Eatcﬂ_ \Wurmond AY—Announced Yea
utchinson arner AN—AnNnounced Nay
PY—Paired Yea
PN—Paired Nay

Compiled and written by the staff of the Republican Policy Committee—Larry E. Craig, Chairman



VOTE NO. 64 APRIL 2, 1998

Those favoringthe motion to waive contended:

We have balanced the kyet, but we still have a $5.6 trillion debt, and if reforms are not made to fix the acpnabi@ms of
Social Securit and other entitlemeprograms thos@rograms, andjuite possiby the county, will go bankryt. Without reforms,
Social Securit will be officially insolvent ly 2029, thogh we find it hard to see how we could make it even togbiat because
of the hye annual deficits and debt that would hpied up in the meantime. The Allard amendment offers an alternative. It would
require Corgress topay off the existig $5.6 trillion debt over the next 3@ars. Thogh this rejuirement sounds draconian, it
actually would be a faigl painless task because of theddimeframe. Over the first §ears, the unified bugt supluses would
be used to reduce the debt. For each of the neyg @5, annual bggt supluses ofjust $11.7 billion, less thangercent of the
total budyet, would be rguired. By following this path, interespayments of some $3.7 trillion would be saved. The ggvim a
few years, would leave gote room for tax relief, which we favor, for enadiSocial Securit and Medicare reforms, which are
increasigly favored ly a bpartisan mgority, or new gendirg, which mary of our more liberal collegies favor. As eaylas 2004,
under thigplan, it would bepossible to reduce the debt gmdvide $616 million for tax relief; 2005, an extra $2.1 billion would
be available for tax relief, entitlement reforms, or npansling; eachyear thereafter the excess would continugrtav. As the
United States reduced its demand for loanstadavould be freed pifor theprivate sector, stimulatgprivate investment, lowergn
interest rates, and caugithe economto grow even more i@dly. Most economists apredicting that the United States' econpm
will do well for the next severglears. We wge our collegues to use this window opportunity to make sure that it will do well
for decades to come. Wegarthem to spport the Allard amendment.

Those opposinghe motion to waive contended:

The Allard amendment woulddqeire the countr to run budet supluses in everyear,good and bad, for the next $6ars. That
requirement is dagerousy rigid. We strogly believe in deficit pendirg during difficult economic times, both for the humanitarian
purpose of hgling pegole who suddeni find themselves in dire need and for the figeapose of stimulatig the economto grow.

Also, we note that those conservatives who believegirdnat the best wato make the econgngrow is to enact tax cuts should
oppose this amendment as well, because it would make it much harder to enact such cuts. Ypta@riethés that it coulgrove
harmful to national secuyit The ony exception that it contains is for when a declaration of war is in effect. However, declarations
of war have not been made for most of the militaonflicts in which the United States has been involved. Under this amendment,
in most circumstances in which our tpsavere fghting, Corgress would be hapered ingiving the needed gyort because of the
budget suplus requirement. We are notpposed to eliminatig the debt; we arpist posed to eliminatig it by a rigid formula.

The better we to proceed would be todht out the budet, year ly year, and to make decisions that fit the moment. Therefore, we
urge our collegues to ppose the Allard amendment.



